
 

tor Committee) to develop rules relating to 
standards of practice for real estate inspection. TREC 
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Best Practice: the inspector should verify which portions of a 
multi-family unit are common elements that the unit is respon-
sible for versus elements that the client is responsible for. 

If an inspector intends to forgo inspecting a component 
or system required by the SOPs based on the circumstanc-
es listed above, the inspector is required to notify the cli-
ent at the earliest practical opportunity that the compo-
nent or system will not be inspected and make the appro-
priate notation on the Standard Inspection Report Form 
and state the reason(s) it was not inspected. 

An inspector is required to notify a client or prospec-
tive client at first contact if the inspector routinely forgoes 
inspecting a particular component or system required by 
the SOPs, and the inspector has reason to believe that 
property includes that component or system. 

TREC Rules §§535.222-223 Inspection Reports and 
Standard Inspection Report Form REI 7-5. 

    TREC rules require inspectors to prepare a written 
report for their clients noting observed deficiencies and 
other items required to be reported by the SOPs (§535.222
(a)). TREC Rules also require inspectors to use the Standard 
Inspection Report Form (REI 7-5) (§535.223). Use of this 
form ensures consistency in reporting.  
     There is some leeway in how an inspector presents
report form information to the client as specified by rule 
(§535.222)  For example, an inspector can replace the 
TREC logo on the form with their own logo, and change 
the typeface under. However, TREC rules allow for very 
specific changes and require the report to be in the pre-
scribed format (§535.223).  
 
Specific information in the report is required by rule, to 
include (§535.222 (b): 

name and license number of each inspector who par-
ticipated in performing the inspection; 

 

if applicable, the names and license numbers of any 
supervising real estate inspector and/or sponsoring 
professional inspectors; 

 

address or other unique description of the property on 
each page of the report;  and 

      
Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the client, an in-
spector must deliver the written report to the client within 
two days after the inspector receives payment for the inspection 
(§535.222).  

1. 
standard report form. 

2. Discuss the difference in application of the de-
parture provisions based on whether it is a rou-
tine practice or applied to a specific home in-
spection.  

3. Does the fact that optional items are in the SOP 
imply that TREC inspectors are qualified to per-
form inspection on all optional items? 

4. Are inspectors qualified to perform all tasks 
outlined in the SOP other than optional items? 

5. If the inspector uses commercially-available soft-
ware to generate inspection reports, whose re-
sponsibility is it to ensure that the current ver-
sion of the TREC report is being used? 

6. What are some reasons an inspector may 
choose not to walk a roof? 

Case Study 1 

Outdated Form  
 

An inspector performed an inspection on a home in 
2016 and the reports used REI 7-2 for the report 
form when performing the inspection.  The current 
inspection report was REI 7-5.  
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